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DEATH VALLEY / A LITTLE HISTORY

Before the postcard

NATHAN MURRAY TRAVELS

This is the homeland of the Timbisha Shoshone, not an empty landscape waiting to
be discovered. A useful first question is how people understand and live with a place
that outsiders often describe only through its extremes.

Mining camps and industries left a different record: buildings, machinery,
abandoned workings, and powerful stories about resources. Look at those remains
without entering mines or collecting objects. Compare what a mining company
might have valued with what a family, a tribal community, or a park scientist might
value today.

A QUESTION TO TAKE WITH YOU

What does the name Death Valley help a visitor notice, and
what might it leave out?

NPS / History & culture

More sources and QR links: p. 95 and the companion source list.

ILLUSTRATED GUIDES / PUBLIC SAMPLE



CALIFORNIA / THE GRAND ROAD 60

THE VALLEY BECOMES AN EDUCATION

A first look at Yosemite

NATHAN MURRAY TRAVELS

01 Tunnel View

Read the valley as one great composition: El Capitan, Half Dome in the distance,
forest, and Bridalveil Fall.

02 Bridalveil Fall

Use the maintained approach and current access information. Snowmelt can bring
impressive flow; wet granite and river edges deserve distance.

03 Valley walks and museums

Choose a modest valley-floor walk, a shuttle ride when operating, and time for
cultural interpretation rather than a summit checklist.

EARLY JUNE / WHAT TO EXPECT

Yosemite Valley June averages are about 81 F / 51 F (27 C / 11 C). Tuolumne Meadows is
much cooler: about 65 F / 33 F (18 C / 1 C). Early-June high-country roads and trails can
still be closed by snow.

The illustrations evoke the place; they do not certify road access, weather, trail conditions, or a particular day's
view.

NPS / Plan, weather & current access

More sources and QR links: p. 95 and the companion source list.

ILLUSTRATED GUIDES / PUBLIC SAMPLE



LASSEN VOLCANIC / PICTURE PLATE
Manzanita Lake / Lassen Peak and remaining mountain snow

ILLUSTRATED GUIDES / PUBLIC SAMPLE
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A FOREST THAT CHANGES YOUR SENSE OF SCALE

A first look at Redwood

NATHAN MURRAY TRAVELS

01 Lady Bird Johnson Grove

Choose a grove walk after checking current access. Leave time to notice ferns, bark,
canopy light, and the forest floor.

02 Newton B. Drury Scenic Parkway

A forest drive with designated stopping places. A short outing can feel enormous
among these trees.

03 Coastal viewpoints

Choose a safe overlook such as Crescent Beach Overlook. Watch ocean conditions
from firm ground; the coast is more than a beach stop.

EARLY JUNE / WHAT TO EXPECT

The coast stays cool: NPS describes temperatures generally from the mid-40s to low-60s
F (roughly 7-17 C), with fog and damp paths possible even in summer. Inland stops can
be warmer.

The illustrations evoke the place; they do not certify road access, weather, trail conditions, or a particular day's
view.

NPS / Plan, weather & current access

More sources and QR links: p. 95 and the companion source list.

ILLUSTRATED GUIDES / PUBLIC SAMPLE



REDWOOD / PICTURE PLATE
The redwood coast / fog, surf, and a wide Pacific horizon

ILLUSTRATED GUIDES / PUBLIC SAMPLE
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ELEVATION / WATER / AIR / TIMING

Read the weather like a traveler

NATHAN MURRAY TRAVELS

ELEVATION

A forecast for a gateway town may not describe the grove or lake above it. Compare the
altitude, overnight low, and snow report.

WATER

A stronger waterfall and a dangerous river can be part of the same snowmelt story. Use
viewpoints and maintained routes.

AIR

Check wildfire smoke and heat along the route, not just at the final destination. An indoor
day can be a good travel decision.

OCEAN

An island day includes a crossing and a landing. Wind and swell can matter more than
sunshine at the hotel.

THE ONE DETAIL WE CHECKED TODAY

ILLUSTRATED GUIDES / PUBLIC SAMPLE


